
         The Jewish Federation of Central California Presents 

 

                Celebrating Israel at 71  

        

 

 
        May 5, 2019 

                  12:15 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

                  Free Admission 

Explore Israel with activities for the whole family! 

                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                

                                          

      Federation Focus is published three times a year by the Jewish Federation of Central California. 

                          “All Jews are responsible for one another.” (Talmud:Shavuot 39a) 

 Federation                 Focus 
Vol.9  Issue 3  Spring 2019 

Temple Beth Israel 

6622 North Maroa Avenue, Fresno 



Federation      Page 2 

 

 

                                  Spr ing Events   

 

For more information on events listed in the calendar,  

please contact your local congregation 

 

Temple Beth Israel (TBI) 559-432-3600 

Congregation Beth Jacob (CBJ)   559-222-0064 

Chabad of Fresno  559-432-2770 

Congregation B’nai David (CBD) 559-732-3139 

Congregation Beit Shalom (CBS) 559-308-1333 

 

Every Tuesday & Thursday 9—11 a.m. 

TBI exercise class sponsored by Jewish Family  

Services  as part of its “Tools for Life “program 

 

May 2 
Yom Hashoah Remembrance Day 

CBJ - 7 p.m. 
 

May 5 

Israel at 71 

TBI 12:15- 3:00 p.m.  Details page 1 
 

May 9 
JFS Discussion group  

TBI—11:15 a.m. 

Batsheva Williamson “Positive Affirmations” 
 

May 10 
Yom Haatzmaut 

 

May 12 
Brotherhood Mother’s Day Brunch 
TBI/10 a.m.—1 p.m. 

 

May 18 
Jewish Film Series Presents at TBI 

“The Women’s Balcony  ” 

6:00 p.m.TBIstro /7:00 p.m.: Film 
Details on www.fresnojewishfilm.org 

RSVP Elizabeth Kassel 439-9638 / kassel9368gmail.com 

 

May 20 
68th B’nai B’rith Student Athlete Dinner 

Pardini's 2257 West Shaw 6:30 p.m. 
Donation: $35, Table of 8 $280 

Contact Richard Sorsky 233-6633/richard@lindenpub.com 

 

 

 

May 23 
JFCC Annual Board meeting 

CBJ - 7 p.m. 

 

May 28 
Fourth Tuesday 
TBI - 11:30 a.m. 

Luncheon honoring Linda Nahin  

Music  by the Retired Teachers Chorus  
RSVP Judy Haber (431-2102) or jahaber@comcast.net 

 

June 9-10 

Shavuot 

 

June 21 
Fathers Day 

 

June 25 

Fourth Tuesday- 

Vi Cherin Memorial Luncheon- hosted by JFCC  

TBI –11:30 a.m. 

RSVP Judy Haber (431-2102) or jahber@comcast.net 

 

July 18 

JFCC Board Meeting 

7 p.m.-CBJ 

 

July 23  

Fourth Tuesday 

TBI, Social Hall  

 

August 11 

Tisha B’Av 

 

August 27 

Fourth Tuesday 

TBI, Social Hall  

 

If you have any events you would like posted on 

our calendar please contact Phyllis Farrow at 

fedfresno@sbcglobal.net. These events should be 

open to the entire Jewish community. 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

mailto:jahaber@comcast.net
mailto:fedfresno@sbcglobal.net
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President’s Message 

                   by Murray Farber 

.   

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I  don’t remember when I joined the board of the Jewish 

Federation of Central California. I do recall a long-ago 

budget meeting at which funds were allocated and a final 

vote taken. Then Lee Horwitz passionately asked that a 

surplus be provided for Israel. I also remember in my first 

year how Stuart Weil was outraged that Cine Culture films 

at Fresno State University focused on Palestinian views at 

the expense of Jewish concerns. 

 

And there was debate over whether to accept money raised 

by CUFI (Christians United for Israel) after it held a pro-

gram in Fresno. After hearing board member Dr. Linda 

Halderman (later  a state r epresentative) descr ibe the 

shelling of a southern Israeli town, I was prompted to 

speak up for the first time and suggest a compromise. Yes, 

accept the CUFI funds and send the money 

to build a shelter for  the school children. 

 

And then there was the time Vic Rosen-

thal urged me to accompany him to a 

Mennonite church where the speaker 

was a Holocaust denier, married to an 

imprisoned notorious anti-Semite. Vic 

said we would just monitor but after 

hearing a string of lies about Hitler, denial of executions 

and other Nazi outrages, how could we remain silent? We 

weren’t thrown out but were told we were too aggressive in our 

challenges. We were even invited to remain for refreshments. 

 

And then there was an incident at Porterville Community 

College by an unthinking teacher who made so-called hu-

morous (?) anti-Semitic remarks during a math (!!) class. 

After unsuccessful trips to meet with college administra-

tors, and even though the ADL in San Francisco doubted 

we would get any satisfaction, we won. The college apolo-

gized and the teacher agreed to sensitivity training. 

 

These are some memories that encouraged me to go on to 

serve as president of the local Federation. After six years  

my term is ending, although I will remain on the Board.   

 

The Jewish community and I have to thank Executive Di-

rector Phyllis Farrow for serving as the navigator for steer-

ing the Federation through programming and onegs. Under 

her leadership, the Federation has nearly  maintained its 

fund-raising goal even as the local Jewish population de-

clined through deaths and retirements to other communi-

ties. Meanwhile, Linda Nahin, in behalf of  Jewish Family 

Service(JFS), has provided compassion to needy and hurt-

ing residents and made distributing challah for Shabbat a specialty. 

 

And there’s Ephraim Hadjis, not only president of Congre-

gation Beth Jacob, but who as Federation treasurer scruti-

nized financial statements plus assets very, very carefully, 

a role now filled by Stan Ziegler. And Leah Press who 

prompted a showing of art linked to Isaac Bashevis Singer 

and hosted speaker events; Carol Reba for speaking up for 

the interests of JFS which now sponsors classes for fitness and 

personal issues; Vardit Lichtenstein who spearheaded the annual 

gala celebrations of Israel Independence Day and its T-shirts, along 

with Esti Barak, with kosher food from Chanie Zirkind. 

 

And I can’t forget all the onegs made possible by Saretta 

Gurss; the cooperation of Rabbi Rick 

Winer and the availability of Temple 

Beth Israel for a variety of special events; 

the all-purpose concerns of Judy Haber, 

Deb Reba and Elizabeth Kassel; the 

thoughtful views of Richard Sorsky, An-

drea Gjerde and Esti; pledge volunteers 

including Amy Schmidt for tabulating and 

Hannah Krebs, caller  extr aordinair e 

and team worker when we brought together the Israeli consul 

general and Congressman Jim Costa. 

 

Currently, the Federation is actively promoting relations 

with Fresno State University and its president Joseph Cas-

tro by underwriting Jewish Studies scholarships and speak-

ers plus serving on the university’s Jewish Advisory Board, 

with Jerry Mann taking responsibility for organization.  

 

And kudos to Francine Farber for the editing and design of 

Federation Focus. I hope you have found it valuable for 

community news, events reminders and its columns. 

Finally, thanks to all of you who have attended our events, 

encouraged us and donated to support our major areas in 

behalf of Israel, JFS, youth and education.  

 

A board member – a comedian? – suggested that I serve as 

“president for life.” Thank you, but my service was made 

possible by our volunteers. 
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BANKERS LIFE                                 

  Office 559.225.9236

                                                                     

  Isaac Ramirez 
   Insurance Sales Representative 

Isaac.ramirez@bankerslife.com 

         7529 N. Ingram Ave., Suite 101 

                               Fresno, CA  93711 

 Insurance License #: CA OK84272                                  BankersLife.com 

             

              JFCC ALLOCATIONS 2019  

 

   

Israel/Overseas  

Jewish Federation North America  $15,000 

Honest Reporting Media Central          500 

Israel Independence Day       3,500

        

Local  

Jewish Family Services   $20,000 

Interest free loans       3,000 

CBJ/Yom Hashoah       1,000 

Jewish Community Relations Committee       500 

Camperships        2,500 

“New Cemetery”       5,000 

TBI/ Cemetery     13,000 

Manchester School Holocaust Program             2,000 

Jewish Museum Display    15,000 

TBI-4th Grade Class/B’nai B’rith Dinner             280 

                                                                

Jewish Studies Program (restricted fund)         5,000                              

                   

Play “Matzoh Ball Diaries” (restricted fund)   3,500 

        

Grand Total               $89,780 

        

   

 

 

          

 

From the Director 

I hope you and your families 

enjoyed this special time together 

 and that you had a wonderful  

Pesach and meaningful Seder. 

 

Our 2019 Campaign is still going on and I would like to 

thank everyone who has made a pledge and encourage 

those who have not to please consider one.  If you have not 

made your pledge yet here is how to do it: 

 

*Call the JFCC office at 432-2162  

* sent your pledge in to JFCC (use form on back page) 

* send an email to fedfresno@sbcglobal.net 

 

As well as pledges, we gratefully accept donations in honor 

of, or in remembrance. When we receive these donations, 

we notify the associates or family of those being honored 

or remembered. 

 

We also accept advertisements that will be included in both 

our Focus publication and on our website.  The cost is $100 

annually. We hope you will consider placing an ad and we 

encourage all of our community to support our advertisers. 

 

May 5- Yom Haatzmaut, Israel’s 71th Independence 

Celebration 

 I hope you will attend this event and show your support for 

Israel as we celebrate their 71th year of Independence. See 

flyer page 1.  

If you have any questions or suggestions please feel free to 

give me a call at 432-2162 or fedfresno@sbcglobal.net 

                 L'hitraot, 

    Phyllis Farrow 

                                         Executive Director ,  JFCC 

 

 

mailto:fedfresno@sbcglobal.net
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 LETTER FROM ISRAEL  by Vic Rosenthal           Comments?     

         K2vco.vic@gmail.com 

T R A N S I T I O N S 

Counse l ing Cent er  

Margot E.Tepperman, L.C.S.W. 

 Licensed Clinical Social Worker     

  171 N. Van Ness Avenue 

                                          Fresno, CA  93701 

                                             (559) 233-7250                                            

 

 

 

 

B eing a dual citizen of the U.S. and Israel is 

especially entertaining this month. Your 

American half has to file a US tax return – you didn’t 

think the IRS would let you off just because you live in 

another country, did you? – and your Israeli half gets to 

vote in a national election. 

The election is over, and it’s close to 100% certain that 

Binyamin Netanyahu will form the next govern-

ment, making him the longest-serving Prime 

Minister in Israel’s history, even beating Da-

vid Ben-Gurion. Probably his coalition will 

be similar to the previous one, including 

right-wing and religious parties, although 

there is a small chance of a “unity government” with his 

major opponent, Benny Gantz. 

Now begins the worst part of Israeli politics, the deal-

making (some would call it “extortion”) that surrounds 

the formal coalition agreements and the distribution of 

cabinet ministries between the various claimants, both in 

Netanyahu’s Likud party and the other coalition parties. 

There are more “deserving” politicians than portfolios, so 

it can be painful. The Knesset once passed a law that 

there could be only 18 cabinet ministers, but had to repeal 

it because sometimes there is no alternative to expanding the 

cabinet. 

Just a word about Netanyahu: many American politicians 

and liberal organizations, especially Jewish ones, seem to 

enjoy bashing him, calling him a “racist” or accusing him 

of “destroying democracy,” “encouraging religious intol-

erance,” and so forth. Some even throw what they consider 

the ultimate insult at him, saying he is “just like Trump.” 

Folks, please take all this with an entire barrel of salt. The 

Israeli Left, which has dwindled to a small fraction of its 

former majority, still has a much louder voice in the me-

dia than its opponents, especially internationally. It has 

also made alliances with liberal organizations in the US, 

including the Reform and Conservative movements, 

which have their own agendas in Israel.  

Netanyahu is neither a racist nor a fascist; but most im-

portantly, he is the choice of the Israeli people, who trust 

him more than anyone else to keep them safe, to improve 

their economy, and to raise the international standing of 

the Jewish state. And (for good or for ill) he is not very 

much like Trump at all, except for his propensity to evoke 

boundless hostility in his political enemies. 

Israeli Jewish life is influenced by European and Mizrachi 

Jewish cultures. The results of the immigration of Soviet 

and Ethiopian Jews are increasingly being felt as the gen-

eration for whom Hebrew is a first language has come of 

age. And it’s impossible to ignore that about one 

out of every five Israeli citizens is an Arab 

(usually a Muslim). All this is present when I 

walk down the street or buy food in the shuk. 

Which brings me to the moral of this story: 

When Americans think about Israel, they think 

about her in terms of social and political situations that 

they are familiar with. But this isn’t America, even if Tel 

Aviv looks a little like San Francisco. There are subtle 

and not-so-subtle differences in mentality. Palestinians 

are not at all analogous to black people in America. There 

is very little violent street crime in Israel, as there is in 

American cities, but there are often small-scale terrorist 

attacks. Israeli Jewish and Arab families usually have at 

least three or four children. There is government-provided 

health insurance, but there are not enough doctors or hospitals.  

So please give Israel space: space to elect her own Prime 

Minister, space to defend herself against terrorism and 

aggression, and space to work out the relationship of reli-

gion to state. The result almost certainly won’t be perfect, 

but it will be done democratically by, and for, the people 

who live here. 

Vic Rosenthal is a resident of Israel,   former editor of the 

FOCUS, and now a columnist and blogger. 
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2019 JFCC 

Pledge List 
 

Double Chai-over $3600 

David and Marilyn Britz 

Martin and Debbie Britz 

Robert and Linda Glassman 

 

Chai -$1800-$3599 

Paul and Marilyn Atlas 

Murray and Francine Farber 

Ephraim and Laura Hadjis 

Marianne Kast 

Richard and Betsy Kauffman 

Warren and Susan Lev  

Roger and Ivonne Litman 

Jerry and Jenny Mann 

Bill and Karen Podolsky 

Richard and Bonnie Polson 

Leah Press and Scott Ahles 

Carol Reba 

Melvin and Leslie Richtel 

George Wallet 

Jack Zeldis 

Stan and Fran Ziegler 

   

Patron-$1242-$1799 

Marilyn Horwitz  

Donna Rosenstein 

Rael and Linda Sacks 

Norman and Harriet Sigel 

Ethan Smith 

Martin and Marianne Weil 

  

Mitzvah-$ 613-$1241 

Mikhail and Marina Alper 

Mark and Sindy Alson 

Jacques and Suzanne Benninga 

Estelle Boro 

Judy Boro 

Robert Boro 

Don and Ruth Bricker 

Robert and Nada Fishman 

Arnold and Poornima Friedman 

Terry and Frankie Fox 

Michael and Beth Goldfarb 

Robert and Nooshin Julian 

Pepper Kammen 

David and Loan Kaye 

Mark Lasher and Chanah Cossman 

William and Laurie Leifer 

Carol Rodder 

Steve and Ete Rothenberg 

Lenore Schreiber 

Ricardo and Laura Silberman 

Doug Weil and Jeri Buchman Weil 

Robert and CoAnn Weil 

Richard and Rosanne Weinberg 

1 anonymous 

 

Sustainer-$396-$612 

Sylvia Ames 

Esti Barack 

Leslie Briney 

Louise Feinberg 

Howard and Linda Garfinkel  

Patricia Ginsburg 

Alan and Ashley Givertz 

Abby Goldberg 

John and Cheryl Heberger 

Kate Kanaley 

Pepper Karman 

Stephen and Dina Kassel 

Barry and Carol Kast 

Allan Ostrow 

Asriel Saporta and Mayra Martinez 

Mary Schilling 

Newton and Sue Seiden 

Pat Shein 

David and Elaine Silverman 

Louis and Mary Lou Sorsky 

Richard and Carol Sorsky  

Roger and Arlana Stewart  

 

Donor-$126-$395 

Gay Abarbanell 

Clifford and Sharyn Anderson 

Philip and Julie Appelbaum 

Terry and Roberta Bavin 

Alan and Kathleen Birnbaum 

Adam and Karen Blitz 

Hal and Judit Borushok 

Phil and Miriam R. Bourdette 

Sean Boyd 

Barbara Brietigam 

Jennifer Britz 

Jack Cain and Judy Haber 

Michael and Mindy Chakov 

Edward and Shirley Cherniss 

Sandy Cohen 

Maxine Cohn 

Chuck Conway 

Marni Cotter 

Marc and Marcy Davidson 

Andrea Farber De Zubiria 

Manuel Dichner 

Jeanna Francis 

Samuel and Brenda Franklin 

Keren Friedman 

Robert and Barbara Futoran 

James and Judy Ganulin 

Brian Ginsburg  
                  (continued on page 7) 
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Paul and Wendy Gottleib  

Leon and Israela Green 

Janette Groger 

Stanton Groger 

Robert and Laurie Hart 

Darryl and Erika Horowitt 

Paul and Maribeth Horton 

Harry and Marge Imfeld 

Joel and Margot Karlin 

Barry and Judith Katz 

Sheila Kornzweig 

Hanna Krebs 

Deborah Krieg 

Sheldon Krongaus and Kathleen McKinley 

Michael Levine 

Michael and Julie Levine 

Joe Levy 

Sharon Levy 

Ron and Vardit Lichtenstein 

Doug and Ester Lock 

Glen and Lynn Margulis 

Abbas Mehdi 
Joseph Mekher and Svetlana Feldman 

Peter Nagel and Suzanne Karp 

Steve and Sallie Negin 

Rosemary Pfeiffer 

Paul Pierce and Patience Milrod 

Spencer and Carole Press 

Michelle Rabin 

Cynthia Rathwick 

Tamara Ravalin 

Scott and Deborah Reba 

Mario and Judith Reposo 

Shirley Rose  
David Sasaki and Helen Siporin-Sasaki 

Paul and Deborah Schechter 

Amy Schmidt 

Jennifer Schwarts-Casey 

Howard and Peggy Shainberg 

Yan and Elena Shrayberman 

David and Lisa Sicherman 

Paul Silva 

Marie Slater 

Richard and Linda Smith 

David and Susan Snyder 

Sheree Stone 

Maria Vargas 

Mel and Bettylee Wapner 

Michael Weil 

Pam Weiner and Tim Skeen 

Tsuri and Batsheva Williamson 

Marc Wilson 

David and Aleta Wolfe 

Melissa Wolfman 
Leonid Zhornitskiy and Beata Malaya 

6 anonymous 

 

Supporter -$54-$125 

Rita Berg 

Helga Berry 

Peter and Janet Birnbaum 

Lou and Nan Blechman 

Chris Brown 

Janice Bruno 

Odette and Murice Cohen 

Linda Crane 

Guy and Heni Decatrel 

Mark and Iris Duarte 

Alfred and Carolyn Evans 

Phyllis Farrow 

Jill Fields 

Cookie Fritz 

Owen Gailar 

Andrea Gjerde 

Bernie Gold 

Rabbi Paul and Tamara Gordon 

Gary and Laynee Greenberg 

Ken Greenspan 

Gary Grossman 

Jerry and Heidi Halphin 
Dorea Harmon and Brian Kosssack 

Mike and Mara Hocker 

Judy Horlick 

Jeramy and Shannon Ivener 

Rita Karsh-Goldstone 

Elizabeth Kassel 

Mike and Ann Kaufher 

Leslie Kline 

Joyce Kroker 

Alex and Jernnifer Lechtman 

Hillary Levine 

Jesse Lichaa 

Lynn Lindsey 

Joan Lipton 

Marat and Svetlana Markin 

Efrat and Evon Mazin 

Bernice Miessner 

Alisa Moore 

James and Mary Ann Orloff 

Paul and Corie Ostrow 

Michael and Diana Paulauskas 

Isaac and Sandy Ramirez  

Victoria Ravdin 

Berta Rothberg 

John Schindler 

Lesa Schwartz 

Sharon Sheltzer 

Aaron and Jill Siegel 

Joanne Silverstrom 

J.J. and Cheryl Skeen 

Paul and Sharon Smith 

Oscar Speace and Janice Noga 

Paul Stewart 
                    (continued on page 8) 
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Ron and Leslie Truly 

Judy Weiss 

Robert Williams and Lori Kash 

Dan and Kathy Yarmo  

8 anonymous 

 

Friend-$18-53 

Sunny Abarbanell 

Nancy Abrams 

Ed and Laura Altman 

Joe and Linda Altschule  

Nancy Barg 

Daniel and Lucy Bordona 

Andrea Brodsly 

Garrick Byers 

John and Robin Cunningham 

Ginny Dederich 

Lisa DeLacruz 

Toni Eames 

Saretta Gurss 

Cynthia Brazil Karraker 

Dan and Carolyn Kemble 

Joel and Marci Kiper 

Jacqueline Lichaa 

Erik and Diana List 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eva Maiden 

Lisa Morse 

Linda Nahin 

Joseph Oliveira 

Bette Rubinow 

Karen Shields 

Richard and Andi Sigmund 

Bernard and Sylvia Silberman 

Tom and Cynthia Simonian 

Gary and Ann Skopp 

Paul Slocombe and Roberta 

Howe 

Mitch and Diane Sperling 

Lynne Steele 

Suzanne Stern 

Norma Verduzco 

Penny Verin-Shapiro 

Don and Ikuko Watnick 

Michael and Tracie Waxman 

Marsha Wernick 

7anonymous 

 

      CHASSIDUS CORNER 

 

 

 

 

     

 

Hashem blessed the 

Jews with amazing 

intellectual skills, 

carefully controlled 

by their spiritual soul.  

Doeg the Edomite 

was a leader in the 

Jewish community 

who used his intellect to impact the Jewish 

community primarily for his own arrogance 

and desire for power. King Saul’s reliance 

on him cost Israel’s first King his life. When 

King Saul was commanded to eradicate the 

Amalekites, Doeg convinced him that he 

should spare Agag  and his choicest animals. 

So Agag lived and procreated resulting in a 

killer, Haman 500 years later, who tried to 

eradicate the Jews.  

But what about the animals. The evil Agag 

reasoned that the Amalekites could be re-

grown through these animals. A similar 

event occurred with the Jews and the tragedy 

of the golden calf. So the prophet Samuel 

was forced to kill Agag.  

The lesson is that the Jewish people and 

King Saul collectively erred in placing rea-

son and logic before humbly submitting to 

God’s will.  So let’s apply this to today’s 

world. Rebbe Menachem Schneerson re-

quired that we must study Torah daily and 

learn from every Jew. Some of our Jewish 

leaders seemed to have forgotten the critical 

lesson is to help another Jew.  

This is a Jewish mission, to prepare this 

world to be a dwelling place for Hashem.  

Love and peace to all Valley Jews. 

                -   David ben Hirsch HaCohen 

 

 

♥JEWISH FAMILY SERVICES PRESENTS ♥  

  "TOOLS FOR LIFE"  

at Temple Beth Israel 

Senior Fitness Program 

Tuesday and Thursday 

9-10 a.m. stretching exercise 

10-11 a.m. chair exercise 

 

    

                                     

 

PLEDGES     (continued) 
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Alex N. Lechtman, M.D., F.A.C. 

 Plastic & Reconstructive Surgery 

 Certified Reform Mohel 
5530 Avenida de los Robles 

Visalia, CA 93291 

 

Office:  559.738.7572 

Cell:      559.280.8955 

 

    Email: alechtman@vmchealth.com 

  
Congregation Beit Shalom 
Www.congregationbeitshalomvisalia.com 

559-308-1333 
 

We held our annual Seder on April 19 and celebrated to-

gether like a family. 
 

Our Introduction to Judaism class is ongoing  and we have 

eight students in our Hebrew classes.  Shabbat Torah ser-
vice is on Friday at 7 p.m. and we share a potluck dairy 

meal following Kiddush. 

 
A Holocaust film is planned soon and Israeli dance lessons 

will be in in early summer.   

 

Beit Shalom recently celebrated its 15th anniversary.  
 

            -Cynthia Fischer 

 

Congregation B’nai David 
Www.congregationbnaidavid.com 

559-732-3139 
 

Our 12th Annual Cake Auction, which is delightfully 
tasty, is on May 5 right after Sunday School ends.  Also on 

that day is our Annual Picnic and the last day of Sunday 

School. 

Last month we celebrated two brothers making their Bar 

Mitzvahs and in May we will have a wedding celebration.     

Looking forward to having our Student Rabbi, Ariel, with 

us in the Fall for his second year. 

Anyone interested in attending services or learning more 

about Judaism, we welcome you! 

                                            -Marsha Brooks-Smith 

        Visalia Voices                 DONATIONS TO JFCC                           

 

General Donation 

Anonymous 

 

In memory of Ron Ziegler 

Stan and Fran Ziegler 

 

In memory of Brian Glover 

Leslie Kline 

Doug and Jeri Weil 

Stan and Fran Ziegler 
 

Speedy Recovery for Sandy Cohen 

Stan and Fran Ziegler 
 

Speedy Recovery for Elizabeth Kassel 

Stan and Fran Ziegler 

 

Speedy Recovery for Sandy Wilson 

Stan and Fran Ziegler 

 

Jewish Family Services 

Cliff and Sharyn Anderson 

Deborah Carter 
Marianne Kast 

David Sicherman 

 

Car Donation 
Leah Press 

David Wenger 

 

Prison Donation 

Board of Rabbis  
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April was a busy month for Jewish Family Services. 

Exercise classes are always full and new members 

keep joining. We had a talk on Happiness by Robert 

Levine, who was surprised when he arrived because 

he thought “seniors” were going to be high school 

seniors. All had a good laugh. This month Batsheva 

Williamson will lead our discussion group with a talk 

on Positive Affirmations. 

As in past years, we were pleased to host 33 people at 

the lovely Seder at Temple Beth Israel 

Jewish Family Services has been very lucky to have 

had Linda Nahin as our Community Outreach Coor-

dinator for the past 17 years. Linda is retiring at the 

end of May and hoping to move closer to her children 

and grandchildren. Linda has enjoyed working with 

the Federation community and the JFS committee. 

She will have fond memories of shopping trips, lunch 

dates and even sitting in dentists’ offices with clients. 

 

 

 

We are pleased to welcome Jeri Horwitz back to 

Fresno as our new Community Outreach Coordinator, 

taking over where Linda leaves off. Jeri was born and 

raised in Fresno and brings her knowledge of our 

community as well as experience from her  work with 

the Jewish Federation of New Mexico. Jeri can be 

reached at jfsfederation@gmail.com or  559-432-

0529. 

 The Jewish Family Services Committee  

Carol Reba-Chairperson; Rabbi Paul Gordon, Phyllis Farrow- 

Federation Director; Linda Nahin-Community Outreach Coor-

dinator; Leslie Briney, Rita Karsh, Elizabeth Kassel, Jenny 

Mann, Amy Schmidt       

Email: fedfresno@sbcglobal.net 

Phone  559-432-0529                 

 

Can Dogs Help Change 

the World? 

Tel Aviv was recently declared to be 

the friendliest city for dogs in the 

world.  The city has 70 dog parks and 

four dog beaches.  There are an esti-

mated 30,000 dogs living with the 

413,000 residents.  Dogs are welcome 

in most cafes, stores, restaurants, bus-

es, trains and taxis.   

Hila Meudah, 24, recently assigned as 

legal advisor to the Israel Air Force, is 

visually impaired.  Although there are 

21 visually impaired soldiers in the 

military she is the first and only one 

who has been granted support for her 

assistance dog, Niels, to work with 

her at Camp Rabin in Tel Aviv. 

 

 

 

Linda 

Nahin 
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Federation Offers Youth Scholarships  

The Jewish Federation of Central California pro-

vides subsidies for Jewish youth to travel to and 

attend recognized Jewish camps and other pro-

grams in the U.S. and Israel.   

Applications or requests must be received 30 

days prior to need.  For more information, call 

the Federation at 432-2162. 

Our Mission 
The mission of the Jewish Federation of Central Califor-

nia is to build and strengthen the Jewish community 

locally, overseas and in Israel, by 

 Raising funds and allocating them to identified 

Jewish community needs and priorities at home and 

abroad 

 Providing education and cultural programs to pro-

mote community awareness of the  Federation and 

its mission 

 Listening to a broad spectrum of opinions from 

throughout the community to assure all Jewish voic-

es are heard 

 Evaluating efforts to ensure that Federation human 

and  fiscal resources are used most effectively. 

For your convenience we accept Visa/Master Card for 

your pledges and donations.  We appreciate your adjust-

ing your gift to accommodate our 4% bank charge.  

Thank you. 

Federation Focus 
The publication of the 

Jewish Federation of Central California 

Officers 

Murray Farber, President 

Ephraim Hadjis, Past President 

Ethan Smith , Vice President 
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Jewish Family Services 

Staff:  Phyllis Farrow, Linda Nahin 

559.432.0529  

E-mail: fedfresno@sbcglobal,net 

 

Federation Offers Youth Scholarships 

The Jewish Federation of Central California provides 

subsidies for Jewish youth to travel to and attend rec-

ognized Jewish camps and other programs in U.S. And 

Israel.  Applications or requests must be received 30 

days prior to need.  For  information call the Federation 

at 432-2162. 

Jewish Federations of North America protects 

and enhances the well-being of Jews and Jewish 

communities in North America, Israel and around 

the world.  We strive to realize our core values of 

chesed (caring and compassion), Torah (Jewish 

Learning), tikkun olam (repair of the world) and 

tzedakah (social justice).  As the  focus of the feder-

ations, JFNA acts upon these values through  phi-

lanthropy, strategic initiatives, and  collective leader-

ship—in partnership with local communities, national and 

international agencies. 

We welcome your articles for publication 

in the Focus.  Submit via e-mail to fmfar-

ber@hotmail.com as a Microsoft Word at-

tachment.  Pictures and graphics should 

be attached as separate JPEG files.  Sub-

missions are subject to editing and become 

the property of the Jewish Federation of 

Central California.  We reserve the right to 

accept or reject any submissions. 

NEXT DEADLINE FOR ARTICLES  

AND CALENDAR LISTING 

August 15, 2019 
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Have you made your 2019 pledge? 

Our community is depending on you! 
“When a person’s good deeds exceed his wisdom, his wisdom will be enduring.” 

 - Rabbi Hanina Dendosa - 

For the annual campaign, I pledge and promise to pay the Jewish Federation of Central California: 

 $54          $126           $180          $396          $613          $1242           $1800          Other $ ________     

 

Please print your name as you would like it to appear in the Federation Focus: 

Name ____________________________            My contribution will be made by: 

Address __________________________             ___ Check enclosed.     ___Please bill me. 

                __________________________             ___ VISA/MC # _____________________ 

Phone ___________________________   Name on card: ____________________ 

Email ___________________________      Expiration Date: ___________________ 

 Signature: ________________________             ___ Do NOT publish my name in the Federation Focus.  

Mail to: Jewish Federation of Central California  406 West Shields Ave., Fresno, CA  93705 

Jewish Federation of Central California                                  
406 West Shields Av 
Fresno CA  93705 
Return service requested 
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